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‘ WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (adapted ) 7

(Erase heading not required).
Unit ... :(‘7 f\'ﬂSt Fd Regt_ (AIF*)! . Date. and Time.—From __‘__]:‘_]_3‘8_9__?:_? _________ To 14 DBG 42,

} ; - Remarks and references to
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Informéation Appendices, Disxies, &o.

; By GRO No G.543 dated 13 Nov the Regt was classified as an AIP
BLACK RIVER 1 Unlb having a strength of 75% or more of AIF personnel

BTys having occupled blvouac areas 1n vicInlity of PALUNMA (map
ref egq 2316 ROLLINGSTONE 1" to 1 m) ‘Jder comd of 29 Aust Inf

T T

Bdn (Brle MONAGHAN) oomme: in—Infantoy
tactics and Jungle warfare in the surrounding mount ainous
troplcal raln forest. IM
7
PALUMA 2 Lt-Col E.K.H. KZLOSE, CO, returns from Combind 0fs Cour ge and
i JTOE UYL bUIllCL U.!. ﬂ.@}_ﬂ_‘u .L.LU.(”. &bbb D.U. el e Ho
Jungle training with Bns of 29 Bde contlnued.
i B & 4 Continmation of training in Judgle warfare _ﬂ/%
i ‘ 5 Rest day for all persgonnel 17 Aust Fd Regt
,_ 00 (Special) No., 1
n | 6 Between these dates the Regt (with, under comd 3 Bty 101 Aust
to 14 A/Tk Regh) carried out succegsfully the arduous tmask of FE2
] opening a track from the vieinity of PALUMA. village to the— |
bottom of the range at a point on OLLERA CR (ref 25 ALUMA R&
RANGE—I—bo—1 m) ahd—tsui-ing by manpower—alot
18 Pr Mk IV field gun and a 2 pr A/Tk gun. The tobal distance
thug covered 1s egtimated ab present to be about 1@ milesa.

Method adopted wag by divislon of persomnel Into filve groupds
to sach of which the tasks of cutting and clearing, hauling 18

Pr, neulifig 2 pr and carrying raclons evc were allotted on
dally robation as shown in Operafion Order attached, The £ifth

and admin base. An in’cBrmé‘aT‘ was established
| at a point about ha v along the track and some of the heavy

transport of rations ebec was done by mule team.
The track I‘ollowed for the first 6 miles was an old pack

3 D.l. ELD.\S. WIJ..L\/IL .LLU.U. UU UC’ U.A.U‘ﬂl.lb.l_v’d-l.‘/ WlU:E?LlUU a.nu J.J.Hp.l. UVUU. 'IJU

bhrough a WOLFRAM WIRLD to OTLEE K_was recced by the €0

allow of passage of guns and thereafter an entirely mew track z?,

D.3485/5.39.—C.A708, <

e T TELL (R L e



, ' * f% i ‘ Army Form C.2118
i WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY oty

(Erase heading not required).
Unit... 37 Aust Fd Regt (ATF) Date and Time~From ... 8.Dec_42 To.. .24 Dec 42.

Remarks and references to

Place . Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Appendices, Dinvies, &c.

In one case a down grade of over a mile was almost constanﬁly

PALUMA (6 to 14 Ddec at _about 1 in 2 and grades throughout were rather severes A
continued) det of 11 Aust Fd Coy RAE carried out blasting and track making
in some of the excessiwely rocky portions of the track and &

sbroteh—of tTrheIowser end wasd
lmproved by a det from 5 Aust Fd Regt. A director btraverse
of the entire track 41 pared by _Supyey

Section of thils Regbt and sketch of result will be avallable to
this diary later.

On The second day, an attempt was made Gto haul Gthe 18 Pr with
| the ald of a caterpillar timber tractor but the terrain proved

too-—rnoplrrand +tlha deomn ade 4 Jaon
A A4 R AT 8 5y =

4= Aln Odla a2 e T
Ha— 61— P& et oOr— o P eWw—a—tPacis TN TWISS oo guns

were entirely manhandled wlth 20 to 50 men on dragropes

according to the nature of the track. On the steepest pinehes|
block and tackle was used both for uphlll and downhill pulls.
No serious demage was done to elther gun. ;

For—thres days personnel 1ived on Gmergency denydrated TATIONS
only. A little rlce was also issued to bolster up the gruel

made by sosking and boiling the em - -
rations were NOT sufficlent to keep up the strength of men dodxlg
J hard physical labour. For the remalnder of the trek various

tinned ratlons were Issued with blIscults tea and cocoa and
the positlon much improved as fag as the physclal condition

0

of—tho—mep—was cotreerneds
For the flrst five days of the trek the rainwas practically
incessant and mud and soaked clothing and blenkets added ta

the dlscomfort. No tentage of any kind was carried and tps

constructed bough shelters at the end of each days work.
ToonTidering unfwmﬁa‘gﬁ—ﬁou cowditions and the arduous
|nature of the work, the casuklty ratewas not high, about 10%

'hnﬁ'ng avacunabed from the gnea ot yatlous—aba o

were minor complaints such as foot trouble and some rejoinsd #’ i
/;

the Unit before completion of the trek.

D 3485 /5.30,—C AT80, ) %

&__:“' .-



‘ ; ) e R ‘ Aymy Form C.ZMB
WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY . eliphsh) 3 S
(Erase heading not required).
Upip... »7 Bust Fd Regt (AIF) Date and Time—From ... 2% D¢ _42 To......35 Dec 42,

Placo Date Hour Summary of Events and Information Remarks and references to
_Appipndxcea, Diaxies, &o.

¢

PALUMA 1 6 to 14 During the work, visits were made by GOC 5 Aust Div Gmm

contImieq e (;mmunumu eacit of

whom e resSsSe falatlon of the
Both | g reachegpghe bage cgmp atb OEIERA K about middey

on. 14 Dec arid tps bathed and rested for the remainder of the

day being in excellent spirits and morale very high. &i'
UI_l J..G JJU(.: UL.lJ.U CO E C)

BLACK RIVER : 15 Regt returned to bivouac area at BLACK R and carried out -

personelmEintenantes S veg-party commences—director—travers
£ tra A =0

Do 16 Oaccg 8 \:%mwéathg%E%%vouac site vicinity BOHLE RIVER (078051
TOWNSVILLE 4 m to I") by 2 I/¢ and B/CS = allocaylon of btzzk

do 17 5283 ne parties on preparation of new Bivouac area. —

do 18 | do

do 19

Ao
TLieuts J,PITT end J.T.MacFARLANE join Regt ex 2/2 Aust Fd Repl
and Filrst Aust Army Trg Regbt resgpectively =~ posted 56 Bty epd.
52 Bty reSpectivelys

do 20 Further preparabtion work at wet weather bivouac area. =1
do 21 B2 and B6,BLys move To and OCCupy neW DIVOUAc arved.
BOHLE RIVER 22 57 Bty end RHQ move to and occupy new .bivouac area. Road
meking and general comstruction weark In area,
do 23 Vislt by CRA (Brig MORIARTY) to new area - comstruction wor |
o EeNe PRl MELNtonENce continmueds =
do 28 Beach gun positions (ei

ht in all) from BOHLE RIVER mouth to
1 ROLLINGSTONE € Map q ‘O . A abth

[become responsibility of Regt. -AdjE (Capt . L.HIGGS)ts detached
to HQ 8 Aust Div as Arty Iidlson Offlcer.

25 Rest day for ellranks -~ special rationing for Ymas Dinner f‘or R i
tps. Community concert, swlmming parades and free plcture showp
D.3485 /530, —C.4766, organized.

/2




i @ Army Form C.3118

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY i

i ‘(Erage heading not required).
: ‘ : D .
! Umt-_lvAquFdRegt(AIF) Date and Time—From 2§_~0c.1%2 ......... To...... SlDe_g__l_L_B .......
" Place Date Hour Summary of Bvents and Information Remarks and references to
Appendices, Diaries, &e.
BOHLE RIVER |26 Dec 42 Maintenance work 1n prepara»tion for tp manoeuvres /Mﬂ
27 Dec 42 | One tp of each Bty leaves on E'our day manosuvre on

TolTowlng cITcults:-
A Tp 52 Bty BOHIE RIVER - THORNTON GAP=- MINGELA i

GLLTPT

T
J.UVmDV.L.LLLl[ll had DUDJJLJ .L\o

D Tp 56 Bty BOHLE RIVER - THORNTON GAP ~ STAR VALTEY w

PALUNAE = BUHLE K.
@ Tp 57 Bty BOHIE R - MINGELA - RAVENSWOOD - AYR =

boma TOWNSVILLE - BOHLE RIVER.
em&nﬁﬁ tps recelve instruction in mortar and grenade drill

by ingtructors supplled by 29 Aust Ing Bde-also rifle practlce
lat CLUDEN RANGE . ]

{28 Dec 42 Heavy thunder storm night 28/29, 1‘[//4
29 Dec 42 GO¢ vislts camp and enquir{léas re conditlon of camp and the
[ tp8, Further heavy Tain. /ﬂ]‘M‘_;
30 Dec 42 | | A Tp 52 Bty returns to camp. Other Tps in difficulties becaypd
B I of bad weather and Dboggy condltions. M;

7

. 31 Dec 42 Rest day. D and E Tps not yet returned to camp., Message

Tecelved from - Tp stating Gthat all vehicles are bogged 1n
vie 1nity of HILLSEOROUGH STA - 7 mlles NE. of Ravenswood on ROAD

"L'tf v

.Luu. I.Uﬂvu-w yau. uJ
equipped with block apd tackle;, rope, “etC . /fl/m

.77

D.3485/5,39 —C 4286,

)U/mm—s L. ?uﬁn

(‘ommandmg 17th. Field Regt R.AA.




F SECRET

CA0.N0 (St cial} 1
Copy vo: ?%‘
Date: 5 uéc 42,
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Ref nap

rganis=d
it iz sst
! g in 2ble for
Inf GD ar Love ‘071 Tressrd
ﬁttcok t 4s engny in this srec on 12 Dsc 42,

2a

e perforzyd by Zps
Ce demands.
Th eqpt a2s per apne
ec 42, will rsport
h 4 Dec 42 ardg will
¥ Bée Pack Trair is clssr
(5) GP D with one 18 Pr ¢ trasctor ~~ill
252162) at 1300 hrs 6 Dec 42.
(6) ap B with one 2 Pr or Portse =

25216 2) at 1315 hrs.

(7) Gp C ill report to same point at 1330 ars & Dec 42 "1uh thirty
2-ga2l empty water iins, these to bs collecte

from RHA.
(8) 1T'HJThﬂ fOTWO‘
245164
1400 hrs
1405 hrs

LHAL

PO O

%)

3 /"’
« & P .
1409 nrs (57 ) X2
» ¢ gur, 1 /0
(11) The following vehs —i
ab 1430 hrs 6 ard s
map ref 25216
a1 (56 Bty), al 52 3t7)
(%) FOQ's: Bach Bty will detai
> De¢ 42 t0 Bns ag under-
52 Bty to 15 =r
56 v o 4p w
51T w w 47 n
(10) Tools eqpt water tins ate: Tieut T,T.0 70 will be responsibls
1or ColIlecTIon distTiocutior and daily handover of 211 tools eqpt
Vater tins etc ard Tor their firsl returr to 3tvs.

£ 1A .
8 < a - N o)



(11 ilés & Dohkeys:
© & Z donleys with !
Train at 0800 hrs

take delivery of_5 mules
& 3igs from =48 DGE?”‘

4¢ ADRIINISTSATION:

(1) Dress: Hat, shirt, slacks & gsiters (or shoris & legzings); socks,
TO0TS, change of shirt, shoris & socks, 1 blanket, 1 ground sheet,
towel, shaving gear, heversack, water bdotile, rations as issusd,

; field,dreasiné, water sterilising tabletsg
(2) Medical: =10 & Orderlies will travel with qur parties:
(3) RE@tIorns: Rations will be ae;l?°*6¢ Qvllj by Garryitg gaitkess

5o INTERCOMEI:

T Sec sigs will supyly and operats 1 yo.ll g,
2 mulss will be made available for tpt: o
) 52 Bty will mzake available t0 F ssc sigs 2 Dv teléphones by lap hrs

} Hours of comm will De:-
{i) /7 1200-130" hrs

1500-0800 ©
(iiy %/T 1530-1630 hrs, therce at 10 minutes %0 ths hour until
0800 hrs.
Wireless will I“T otherwise be

Al comm will De throu~ 2 £ust
Gp C under ¥ Sec 3igs will 1 ay
hended to Lisut L.i,JOENSON.
A4y q?n will be sstablished on
Hfflce tan 22 will be in vicini

-3 0

e
P Rt

b o ey

ISSUED BY B/Rs
Tue sighed: # 41 hrs .Thec 42.

Uopy 1o. L 52 3ty 17 sust gb 10. R0
2 56 Bty 17 sust Fd Hegt 11. Lisut Cameron
3 57 Bty 17 sust Fd Regt 12 s8]t
4 =7 3 Bty 10l aust -/7Tk "egt 13 o
8 Det 11 iust Fé& -ov 14=15 ¥ar Diary
9 Capt Christophersor 16 rile,
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. JUNGLE KARCHES +ITH FD ARTY,
®
& . -
The following report on certain aspescts of
£d pieces ?s based on observations made aa¢1n/ a
Fd Regt (ATF) from PALUMA to OLLERA CK
14 bsc 42,

I country cover
Torsest having thick
tracts.

was

cmumsmepaﬁmLs

ngle marches with
trex by 17 Aust

Dec =

moder=te to dense rain

urqarorovtn for short scattered

Remainpgportion of track was through open forsst slopes

tihlckly grassed but stony.
1 in 5 for long
4, Rocky outcerops up to £ mi
Terraln was generally typical o

Uniformly wet. For the first s
ain was practic=1ly incessant.

WEATHER :

GUNS HAULED: One 18 pr lik IV gun ard one

ungle covered
in 3 hrs.

RATE OF MARCH: (a) £iat j
cleared = 1 mile

(b) On down hil

1 slopes of
crew, not using block

ang

{(e) On p'l
150 yds per hour,
ORGANISATION QF PARTIES: Sugzssted divis

follows:=

1. “Yutting party
2s naullrc Party
3. Carrying Da.fty
ing Party shoulé consist of Tour
) A recce group of three or four
to blazs the ITrack;
(b) 4 gp carrying axes and cane
duttinbs
{c) A gp for clearing f den timber
cane knife and twoiarhg ropes;
A gp cerrying two azes, & cane
shovels for final provements

l. Cut
{

ni

A cutting party of 30

8 hrse.

2o Haulling Party: The malin point to stre

than is strictly necessary should man

wise it is difficult to exercise co

hill slopes as in (b) using

Grades were severe - up to
streches with one short length of

4 in
le across wers met,
I parts of NEW GUINEA.

ix days of the trek the

2=pr 4/Tk gun.

country with track

1in 3 %o 1 4&n 5 with same

tackle = 150 yds per hour horizownfa.

block and tackle

icn of personyd is as

groups:=-
carrying cane knives
ves to do the actuszl
carrying two axes, a

knife, two picks and two
t@ the track.

men can cut and clear 1 mile in

ss is that HO more men
the drag ropes, other

ntrol of the movement and

obtain proper coeordination of effort.

It is suggested that

numbers are from 30 to 40 on

traversing handle shd two men on each of

attached to the lifting handles.,
man the brake., The pulling and
the command of one offr or

To
o cocking gear ete
ight's blvouac, this party
bivouac areas and sle

the most satis?
the dragropes,

control of

consist of the remainder
aavo been

U ,\.J~e
dPanODGS

Two
TWwo nort
must be
e gun should

LIS

One man
GG,

of men availsble.
carried fwd %o
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ST normal min 4
in; g provided
ri ] dragropes
is ok shouid be
ta harpining o That at 1
erery whesl be provided.
4 debachment of engineers with cross cut saw, crowbars
and rock blasting eguipment should work in close liaison
withh tie recce gp.

ered that tripie blovks are too sicw to

. hat double blocks with aporoximately
200x working lengbh of as light & rope as possible {say
24"} arve adequabe for any work on steep gradss.

7%

CLOTHING PER AN : Bach man should cerrvy spare galr of shorits,
spore shirt and singlet, two spars pairs of socks, towel,;
blanket, toilet gsar and ground sheet; in addition to the
outfit he is wesring. Spare palr of beobs would be an
asseb but suflficient room cannot reasonably bs found for
then,

BT PER 1aNs Cne mess tin, jackainifs or long bladed
sheath ¥nife ( or even a gharpened bayonet) and wabter boltle
Properiy packed,; 21l the sbove clcething will £if in the
webbing pack and has a good chance of Kegping reasonably

¥ 2

dry. ihe pack is alsc a balanced load. +he wmebbing
haversack is too smalle.

SHELTER ; There are two serviceable Types:~-

{1} ¥en can work in pairs to construct a2 sleeping platform
ralsed a few inches off the ground on logs or Iorks, abovs
which are placed thelr joined ground sheets (laced

with &bring or vines) forming, in end cross section, a
blunt wedge shaped roof, the lower edges of the roof
being held clear of the plabtform by saplingsor vinsg
running lengthways along and sixz bo eisht Iinches above

the platform. Leaves of palm, fern or lawyer ars spread
over the platform for a mattress and across gaps te

forr: walls. The men slsep with ¢ne blanket above and

oneg bslow them.

(2) Attd hersito Appex "AY is skstch of ancther type of
ghelber for & men vhich proved quits eofficaciocus.

RATICIS s Detailed report on rabloning Is 70T within the scops
of this summary but It is sufficient to say that a dlet
f dehydrated rations alone was found insufflcient to
kesp up the strength of the tps under these conditions.
This was s0 even when dehydrabed rations were poolsd and
e inbo a sbtew with 2 ozs of riks per head psr day
=3

Ressrve rations with biscults in & stew form, wars
found just sufficient. Cocoa and lisat 7“xtract provided
nval



bty

@

Pl

(3)

WEAPONS ; These rust very quickly and reguire oiling and
maintenance every day. Sufficlent oil and meinbtenancs
gear must be carrisd.

RETURNS AND ADNII NTS ¢ These present much difficulty
owing to the ever present damp. Until soms form of
water preoof satchel or container is devised for s-tat-
ionery, this will remain a problem,

/_;D

L

WICATIQE: Apart from comaunication by rummer, this also
presents some difficulty. Line commmunications require

incessant maintenance and even then thelr efficiency is
HOT gueranteed owing to the dam

GO

101 Wireless sets did NOT prove efficient in
the thick timber,

MEDICAL & HYGUENE. In view of conditions under which trek was
performed, the sick rate was moderats at all times.
Complain¥s were mainly coughs and colds, blistered feet
cuts and abrasions, Thepe were, however, three cases
of clinical dysentry and one of severe strain of the
back Most patients were abid® Lo be evacuated on
fOOu and those unable to walk were carried on rmles.

In cases vhere even this was NOT possible, a
stretcher was cons rwctvd by slipping two saplings
through a pallasse and I tt1n~ short spreadsr poles.
A bearer party of 6 men, 4 on cbe stretcher and 2
carrying patienﬁ'* kit proved ample, the two men
carrying kit providing relief on the sbtrestcher at
intervals,

Boots were badly affected by the conditions and
became worss and ripped in a very snort time. Hany of
the casualtiss Were thus dve to blistered feet Ifrom
mi saapcn OOOES& These blisters Became infected
uickly by the mud unless promptly treated,

b

]
i
At sach bivousc site shallow latrines were dug

Water from mountaln streams was avallable but
hadto be used sparingly owing to difficulty of carriage.
It was s&slways chlorinated before use.

GENERAL: (1) It is most important that as thorough a recce
as tlme permits be made of the projected roube before

operations commence. ©On this occasion time was wasted
ﬁﬂlle routes bJ-pass1hQ impossible seetions of foob=
track were found.

(2) The recce gp of the cutting party should taks
care that the track does HOT take ummecessary bends.

More time is wasted easing the gun srocund diff=
icult corners and the necessary sbtraight pull of all
hends on the ropes cannot be obtained.

(8) It is imperative that the cuiting party ocut sll
timber as close to the ground as possible. If the haule
ing party have to steop to further cut a stump, uore
time is wasted.

(4) The recce and selection of bivouac sites can
often be directed towards using the same siie for Two
consscutive nights and so esliminate unnecessary work
and conserve the strength of thse men.

{8) An alternative tc the working of the various
parties detalled abOve, in rotation and in shifts, would
be for a permanent recce party incl Engineser personnel



(4)

rvey party to be detailed; whoss

S
Sy

tc rsgcce and blaze a treaeil. &neJ

and memnbers
B sols duty
should

Lo

1z hrs ahsad of the cuttling party.

(8) d that work should commence as
socn afT The provision & = wmsal will
allow, s nust »ne allowed before dark-
ness fall: 1 to bulld shelters.

(7} s, even when
raining sidered that

these saou a : emaindér of the
equipm 7 to ensurs 7 : Heavy work

when we’ ing & cape ln such humid atmosphere soon
saturates cléthing with pevsolr tion as sffsctively as
rain, It is suggested that the cape or ground sheetb
could be made 1 foot longer and 1 foot nia T .

(8) All tps shoudd be made familisr with the procedurs

of lighting fires in wet weathe{splitting open of dead and
rotteu logs to obtaln dry tinder etc) as the value of a
good fire ¢for drying clothing, personal warmth and

general cheering propen51tles, cannot be oversmphasised,
This, of course, assumes that the situabtion will allow

Tires to be 1lit.

SUMMARY Possibly the most important lessons learnt were:- ,
(1) [t is possible to haul field pileces through country

such as that traversed using man power alone, and , in
certain positions, with the aid of block and btackle,

(2) Thorough recce of the route is essential to obviate
unnecessary detours. The track should be kepbt as straight
as possible, even if steep.

(3) Too many men should NOT attempt to haul a gun at once
= 30 0 40 should be ample.

(4) Emergency dehydrated rations alone are insufficient
to maintain strength of the tps under these conditlons.

(5) It is imperative that sufficient time be allowed
personnel to construct shelters before darkness falls and
that suffieient cutting tools be available for this purpose.
These tools should not be regimented, but under contrcl of
Btys or tps.

(8) Sharpening tools must be provided on an aaeauwte
scale and orne or more men detailed permanently for the work.

(7) When hauling guns, 3 hr shifts obtained best results.

(8) The division of available personnel Into Cubiting,
Hauling and Carrying parties as shown above worksd wsll
enouvh but a permanent recce and trail blazing party would
e an improvement.

ATTACEED 3=
Appendix "A" Jungle Shelter suitadble for

six personnel

Appendix "B¥ Report on rationing under Junzgle
conditions.
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